THE PRINCE AND 
THE MAGICIAN 

When seven brave warriors go missing, and a beautiful princess is 
transformed into a dog, the twelve-year-old prince, Balaraju, swears 
to punish the culprit. His weapons — single-minded courage and an 
unfailing charm - seem puny against the spells of a powerful 
magician. All the same, the wise young lad's mission is brilliantly 
successful and he also finds he can cast a few useful spells of his own. 

An adaptation of a popular folktale from Andhra Pradesh. 
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PRINCE 


ONE Pf\^, A HOUNQ PRINCE CALLEP 

balaraju vuas placing OUTSIPE 

THE PALACE 


• • • yVHEN HE SAh/ A H/OMA/V >V/7JV 
A POT ON HEP HEAP OOLNO PAST 


V^?6i| WELL, 
WHAT CAN VOU 
EXPECT FROM 
A BOy WHO 

HAS NO 
FATHER 2 y 


LETS SEE HOW 
OOOP MV AIM 

V ^ 16 . J 


VOU SAIP SOMETHING 
AftOUT MY FATHER f 


WHAT PIP 
VOU SAV? 


I... NOTHING! 
NOTHING < 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



MV 

MOTHER ? 


BALARAUa RUSHEC? BRCK TO T/iE PBLACE 


I SUPPOSE VOUU 
HAVE TO BE 
TOLP SOONER 
OR later. 

NOT ONLY 
ABOUT YOUR 
FATHER, BUT 

ALSO YOUR 
MOTHER. 


I WANT TO KNOW. 
PLEASE TELL ME 
WHERE MY 
FATHER IS. 


WHY PO YOU 
. ASK? 








YOUR MOTHER, 
BALA NAGAMMA, 
WAS MY YOUNGEST 
SISTER. WE WERE 
SEVEN IN ALL 
ANP WE WERE 
MARRIEP TO 
SEVEN PRINCES, 
ALL BROTHERS. 
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^BUT SEVEN PBY5 
LATER A W/CKEP 
MAN CAME TO THE 

palace.'* 


YOUR ARRIVAL PIS- 
PELLEP THE QLOOM 
THAT PERVAPEP 
THE PALACE AFTER 
THE PEPARTURE OF 

the princes.*^ 


YOU WERE BORN SOON AFTER 
THEY LEFT.*\ --r- 


WHAT A BEAUTIFUL 
k. BABYf 


^ IF ONLY ^ 
HIS FATHER 
WERE HERE. 


HE WAS A MAGICIAN. WHEN 

he saw your mother —" 


MARRY ME» 


YOUR BEAUTY 
TAKES MY BREATH^< 
AWAY. 


\ AM ALREADY 
MARRIEP. PLEASE 
GO AWAY. 


ALL RIGHT. BUT 
YOU WILL GO 
WITH ME. 


HE...HE HAS TURNED 
BALA NAGAMMA INTO 
A P06 BECAUSE SHE 
REFUSED TO MARRY 

HIM! ^ 
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WHEN VOC//^ FATHER 
RECEll/EP OUR MESSAOi 
HE RHP HIS BROTHERS 
RUSHEP 70 THE OTV 
OF THE MAGIORN. 




ANP...ANP THEY 
NEVER CAME BACK. 
WE BELIEVE 
THEY ARE 

ALL PEAP. 


WHY PIPN'T VP6J TELL ME 
ML THI«n BEFORE.MOTHER 


I...WE... QK 
Wa WERE ^ 

TOO r 

YOUNG. 4 J 


:\r 


WHAT ABOUT MY 
MOTHER ? 


SHE... MUST 
BE ...PEAP 


TOO. 
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SEEINd THAT HE WAS 

pbterminep, the sisters 

FINALLY LET HIM GO. 


WHAT 5 THE MATTER? 


I...I TOLP 

HIM ABotrr; 

BALA / 
NAGAMMAjt 




THE SISTERS PIP THEIR BEST TO 
REEF BALARAJU AT HOME . 


WE HAVE LOST 


OUR HU5BANP5 
NP OUR SISTER. 
YOU ARE ALL WE 


PON’T TRY TO 
STOP ME.LET M 
GO, I BEG 
YOU. 




BALARAJU SET OUT ON 
HIS QUEST. - 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



STRANGE! THE < 
R0AP5 ARE > 

PESERTEP.-.NOT ^ 
X A SOUL IN SIGHT I 


I WONPER WHAT 
TC7WN THIS IS^ 


AH t THERE^ 
# 

SOMEONE 
AT LA6T< 


GRANPMA, ^— 
WAIT I WHERE 
IS EVERVSOPy? 


WHAT’S GOING ON 
HERE f WH7 ARE THERE 
NO PEOPLE 
ABOUT P 


THERE'S A HUGE 
MAN-EATING TIGER 
PROWLING THE STREETS 
HE HAS PEVOUREP ALL 
THE MEN THE KING 
. SENT AFTER HIMy' 


Y IT’S HIM! 
( COME IN 
\ OUlCKLV 1 
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dALARfiJU REOAN TO SETi/iCH FOR. 
THE T/OER. fiFTER SOME TIME HE 

founp himself outsipe a palace. 




PRESENTLY A PARK SHAPE APPEAREP 


IN THE P!STANCE, f 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


&ALMAdU cur OFF THE 
TIGER'S PHWS HNP 
TFUL ... 


...HNP WENT 
RACK TO THE OLP 
WOMAN'S HOUSE. 


THE FOLLOWING MORNING A 
washerman who WAS GOING 
TO THE PALACE SAW THE 77GER. 
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THE TIGER WAS BROUGHT IN AND EVERYONE 
MARVELLED AT THE WASHERMAN'S BRAVERV 


HOa H/IVE PONE 
THE KINQPOM fii 
n^REAT SERVICE. 
VOL< WILL BE 
\ WELL 
REWARPEP 


HE HA5 PUT OUR 
GREATEST WARRIORS 
TO SHAME. ^ 


WAIT, 
FATHER I 


THAT’S 
RIGHT I WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 

THE TIGER'S 
PAWS AND 

s tail ? > 


PAWS AND tail? 


please 

ASK HIM WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 
THE TIGER’S 
PAWS AND 

. tail. y 


I’LL TELL YOU. 
THEY'RE WITH 
k A BOY. y 


/ yes. I WAS LOOK¬ 
ING OUT FROM MV 
BALCONY LAST NIGHT; 
father, AND I SAW 
THE PERSON WHO 
k KILLED THE TIGER. 
A IT WAS A BOY. . 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I 

1 

I 

i 



FORGIVE ME 
/VI^HARAd I 


15 THIS 
TRUE? 


I SENT /MV 
/VWIP AFTER 
Hl/W TO SEE 
WHERE HE 
V LIVEP. 


RfiLAR^dU WRS 
BROUQtrr TO THE 
^BLHCE. 1—7 - 


BRING THE 
BOV HERE! 


WAS IT YOU 
WHO SLEW 
THE TIGER? 


YES, 

/W^ HA RAJ 


STAY HERE ANP 
/MARRY /MY 
. PAUGHTER. > 


HERE ARE ITS 
PAWS ANP TAIL 


I A/M 

HONOUREP, 
/MAHARAdt 
. BUT-' . 


I CAN SEE 
YOU ARE NOT 
AN ORPINARY 
^ BOV. 




1 ^ c 
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I CANNOT 

STAY HERE . I A/M ON 
/MV WAY TO THE 
CITY OF THE /MAGICIAN 
TO FINP /MY 

PARENTS. 




HOWEVER, ON 
/MY WAY BACK 
^ I SHALL 
^ CERTAINLY 
■ CLAl/M HER! 





r ’*lr\ 


YmyL m A 





SOON BFTERWBRPS, BBLBRRja 
TOOK HIS> LEAVE OF THE 
grateful KINQ ANP HiS 
SUBJECTS ANP JOURNEYED ON. 


SEVERAL PAYS LATER HE RE ACHEP ANOTHER 
KINQPOM. ONE NfOHT AS HE kVAS SLEEPiNO IN 
THE OPEN — ■RZVRnDDRV - 


WILP 

ANI/MALS» 


Balaraju knew the language of 

ANIMALS. HE CREPT CLOSER TO LfSTEN TO 
what the jackal ANP THE HYENA WERE 
SAYING, 


WHAT NEWS 
FRO/M THE 
^ PALACE P . 


f THE ^ 
PRINCESS' 
CONDITION 
HAS TAKEN 
A TURN 
FOR THE 
, WORSE, 




A JACKAL ANP 
A HYENA 
EXCHANGING 
. GOSSIPJ ^ 




\\ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




WHAT 
LEAVES ? 


VOU ARE WRONG 
■THERe. IT’S VERY 
EASY TO CORE 
JHE PRINCESS. A 


I HAVE ^ 
LOST FAITH 
IN MEDICINES. 


• •• • 

;, • I I 

• • I I 

« 


EfiRd NElkT MORN IN O 3/)i/iR/)(/0 
INERT TO THE PALACE. 


MAHARAJ, I HAVE 
SOME MEPICINE 
WHICH COLiLP CURE 
V. THE PRINCESS. 


THE leaves of 
THE SANJIVANI 

plant.it grows 

ON TOP OF THAT 

TPMPI P 


ALL ONE HAS TO PO 
IS APPLY THE PASTE 
OF CERTAIN LEAVES 
. ON THAT ULCER. ^ 


f HER ULCER HAS 
GROWN LARGER. 

NOTHING CAN 
V SAVE HER NOW. 
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3UT AS BALARAua TURNEP 
TO CfO 
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THE PRINCESS ‘ ROOM y\lA5 
CROINPEP IN/TH PHYSICIANS 


WE CANNOT PO ANY¬ 
THING MORE FOR .HER, 
YOUR MAJESTY. 


MAKE WAY 
FOR THIS 


I - 

\BALARAUU BROUGHT OUT THE PASTE... 


SHE’S 

opening 


SOON — 


I CAN NEVER THANK YOU ] 
enough I ASK FOR V 

anything you 

fe^.^_^^WANT. 4 

■ j/*' t/TT'^Twant 

( nothing, 
1 V MAHARAJ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




THEY LOOK 
IF THEY WERE REAL 
PERSONS SCIPOENLY 
TURNEP INTO A 
M STONE. M 


I’M ON MV WAV 
TO THE CITY OF 
THE MAGICIAN TO 
SEARCH FOR MV 
PARENTS. ANP 
I PON’T WANT 
TO BE 

EP WITH GIFTS 


SOOA/ fiFTBR.- 
WSRPS THE 
PRINCE RESUMED 


AS HE CAUTIOUSLY MOVED 


STONE STATUES 


D 


COULP IT 
BE THE 
MAGICIAN^? 


WHAT ARE 
THEY POING OUT 
HERE? ANO THERE 
IS SOMETHING 
VERV STRANGE 
ABOUT THEM. 




I 


1 
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f 





THIS IS A 
PAP place 
GO AWAY 
QUICKLY ’ 


PON'T ASK 
QUESTIONS, 

CHILP, JUST 
. GO AWAY * 


WHY ? 


THEN COME ANP EAT 
AT MY HOUSE BEFORE 
YOU GO ON. . 


GRANPMA1 

% 

I’M HUNGRY 


RICE GRUEL 
NEVER TASTEP 
. SO GOOP. 


FOR WHOM 
ARE YOU 
WEAVING 
THAT 
GARLANP, 
GRANPMA? 


FOR THE 
LAPV IN THE 
FORTRESS. 



J 



































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



POOR WOMAN! 

IT'S ALMOST TWELVE 
VEARS SINCE THE 
MAGICIAN BROUGHT 
V HER HERE... 


WHAT'S THE 
MATTER e 


N-NOTHING 


HOW... HOW 
IS SHE ? 


THEY SAY HE 
BROUGHT HER 

HERE IN THE 
. FORM OF A 

POG. V 


I iVe 

I FOUNP MV 
MOTHER 
AT LAST 1 


PAY ANP ^ 

NIGHT SHE PINES 
FOR HER HUSBANP 
ANP HER SON. / 


THE LAPYfOH 
SHE MIGHT AS 
WELL BE PEAP I 


I WHAT 
HAPPEN- 
--'EP TO HER 
HU.. HUSBANP? 


THE MAGICIAN 
TURNEP HIM ANP 
HIS BROTHERS 
INTO STONE. 


^ THOSE ' 

STATUES I THEY 
ARE MV FATHER 
ANP MY UNCLESf 
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I'LL HELP YOU 
WEAVE GARLANPS 
I’M VERY 
^ GOOD AT IT. y 


ALL RIGHT- 
ICOULP PO 
WITH SOME 
HELP. . 


NO!NO! 
GRANPMA, 
WILL YOU 
LET ME 
STAY 
i HERE? 


YOU LOOK PALE, 
CHILP.ARE YOU 
ILL ? 


I’LL GIVE IT 
TO HER.BUT 
I POUBT SHE'LL 
ACCEPT IT. > 


PLEASE GIVE 
THIS TO THE 
LAPY. 


IT’S 

B£AUTIFUL» 


BfiLfiR/kJU IMAtEPMTEL'/ SET TO 
WORK.fiNO WITH TREMBUNQ 
HNOERS MBPE A GARLfiNP FOR 
^ MOTHER. ^ - 


THE OLP WOMAN WENT TO THE 
FORTRESS WITH THE GARLANt?. 


SHE HASNT 
ACCEPTEP A 
SINGLE ONE 
[ ALL THESE 
' YEARS. SHE 
WANTS NOTHING 
FROM THE 
MAGICIAN. y 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



^ LAPy, I HAVE 
BRCXJQMT VPU A 
BEAUTIFUL GARLANP 
^TOPAV.. 6E£t > 


THERE’S SCWETHING 
GLITTERING A/VIONG 
^THOSE aOWERS- 


1 I WI5N THE MAN WOULP 
5ENP ME A ROPE TO HANG 
MYSELF WITH, INSTEAP OF 
-V ^ GARLANPS. ^ 


IT’S THE ONE I HAP 
PUT ON MV SON'S 
FINGER WHEN 
HE WAS FIVE 
PAYSOLPI 


A RING! 

I... I REMEMBER 
THIS RING* . 
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/^Ef)NWHILE BALAR^UU HAP BEEN 
EAGERLY WAITING FOR THE OLD 
WO/^AN 70 RETURN. WHEN HE 




pON’T get angry, son 

SHE PE5ERVES OUR 
SYMPATHY. SHE HAS 
ONLY A FEW PAYS 
LEFT TO HER. 



THE TWELVE 
YEARS ARE 
ALMOST UP. 

ONLY A 
FEW RAYS 
ARE LEFT. / 


THEN I MUST 
. HURRY. ^ 


BUT WHEN SHE 
REALISEP THAT HE 
WOULP MARRY HER 
BY FORCE SHE i 
AGREE P TO MARRY^ 
HIM~AFTER TWELVE 
V YEARS. 


WHEN THE MAGICIAN 
BROUGHT HER HERE 
SHE REFUSEP TO 
. MARRY HIM. 


WHEN THE OLP WOMAN WENT TO THE 
FORTRESS THE NEXT MORNING^ TO HER 
SURPRISE BALA NAQAMMA WAS EAGERL Y 
WAITING FOR HER f i- ps- 


HAVE YOU \0. 
BROUGHT ME 1 
A GARLANP ? A, 


OF COURSE 
MY LAPY! 
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I PO NOT KNOW HIS 
NAME BOT HE IS 
ABOUT TWELVE 
VEARS OLD. 


WHAT POES HE LOOK 
LIKE? IS ME TALL? 


VES.TALL, 
STRONG ANP 
HANDSOME. 


M 








THANK YOU, 
YOU MAY GO I 


:\ 




WHAT HAS 
COME OVER 
HER TODAY? 




LEfi\JING the OLP W0H\HN 
GAPING, BALE! NflQAMMA 
RUSHEP TO AN INNER 
CHAMBER... 


...ANP HASTILY BEGAN 
TO EXAMINE THE 
GARLANP. 


I! 


HE HAS 
SENT A NOTE * 


'/ 






•AIOTMER.I AM HERE 
TO RESCUE you... IF YOU 
CAN FIND OUT HOW 
THE AIAGICIAN COULD 
BE destroyed. 






« T I 


/ 


'iA 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 

dearest « 


ii 






A 


I 
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I MUST FINP OUT 
HOW HE CAN BE 


YES, ME ! 

I CAME TO REMIND 
YOU THAT ONLY 
A FEW PAYS ARE 
LEFT FOR OUR 
WEDDING. 


YOU ARE WORRIED 

about me ? 

HAHAHfl» ^ 


HOU TOOK 
MY HUSBAND 
AWAY FROM 
ME. WHAT IF 
SOMEONE 
COMES AND 
TAKES YOU 
I AWAY TOO? 


I AM AFRAID 


OF WHAT ? 


NO ONE CAN HURT ME* 


MY LIFE DEPENDS 
ON A PARROT. 
NOTHING CAN 
HAPPEN TO ME 
AS LONG AS HE 


WHAT MAKES YOU 
SO SURE ? PLEASE 
TELL ME, 60 THAT 
I MAY HAVE PEACE 
OF MIND. - ■ 
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ANP hE 16 AB50LUTELV 
SAFE. HIS ABODE IS ON 
S. A DESERTED ISLAND 

bevonp the seven 

S. FORESTS AND THE 
Tv SEVEN SEAS. ^ 


50 SET VOUR 
^IINP AT REST. 

I SHALL ALWAYS 
BE BY YOUR 
SIDE .HAH/QHPf 


the next morning v^hen the 
OLP woman returned from 

THE FORTRESS — n-^- 


SHE SEEMS TO HAVE ).*- 
BECOME VERY FONP 
- OF YOU, ^ 


THE LAPY has 
SENT YOU THESE 
SWEETS. 


HOW KIND 
OF HERI 


^ THERE MUST 
BE A MESSAGE 

inside.^ 


■'HE IS SAFE AS LONG AS 
THE PARROT WHO DWEUS 
ON THE ISLAND BEYOND 
THE SEVEN FORESTS 
. and the SEVEN SEAS 
IS SAFE..." 


.. BE CAREFUL 
my SON... 


/ GRANDMA, 
\i I AM GOING ! 


WHERE ? 


A parrot! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AS the snake fell, t\no eagles 

SWOOPEC> POWN. r 

^ - 





WE 5AW WHAT 
HAPPENEP. BLIT FOR 
you, THE SNAKE 
WOULD HAVE 

eaten Our 



THE EAGLES FLEW BALARAJU 
OVER THE SEVEN FORESTS 
and the SEVEN SEAS TO 
THE DESERTED ISLAND- 
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THAT SAME MOMENT, AT THE 
MAGICIAN'S FORTRESS — 


SOMEBODY 
HAS 
CAUGHT 
ME... 
ARRGHI j 


STOP 

STRUGGLING j 
you CAN'T 
ESCAPE I 


the eagles POT 
balarauh down 

OUTSIDE THE 


GOODBYE... 
AND THANK 
YOU FOR 
YOUR help! 


^ w* 
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MOTHERf 


with the 

MAGICIAN) 


RELEASE THAT 
PARROT OR 
I SHALL TURN 
VOU INTO 
V A STONE. . 


( IF VOU PO THAT THE 
BIRP iA^ILL BE CRU5HEP 
between MV STONY 

FINGERS ^ 


WHAT PO 700 WANT 
FROM ME? IF YOU HAVE 
COME TO RESCUE 70UR 
mother, you CAN 
TAKE HER ANO 00 • v 
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AWAY 

TOOf 


f 1 CANNOT LEAVE WITH-A 

1 - 

|( 

1 OUT MY FATHER ANP j 



MY UNCLES. J 


TAKE 

_ 


THEM 




LET ME MEET 

MY FATHER 
FIRST. 


8AL/i her HUSBANQ, 

HER SON ANP HER 3ROr7H£RS- 
IN-LAW WERE REUNITEP 
AFTER TWELVE YEARS. 


I’VE RESTOREP 
THEM TO LIFE. 

NOW GIVE ME 
V THAT BIRP. 






































































































































































f\5 IT ^OU WHO I 

BROUGHT MV MOTHER j 
HERE, rr WILL BE *fOU \ 
WHO TARE HER BACK- / 
IN A PALANQUIN THIS/ 
X. TIME. A 
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r I M / 


'■v 




'-o' 




HE*S GOT My MAGIC 
WANPf Pm POOMEPI 


BALARAULf BADE GOOOBTE TO THE 

OLP WOMAN Wrm WHOM HE HAD 
STAVED... 




I 




4 ., 


I’LL PO \ 
ANYTHING |\ 
PLEASE PUT 
/ME ON MV 
FEET again!, 

k. m 


•1 




••’AND THEN, HE, MIS PARENTS 

and his uncles set off 

FOR HOME, f y --- 


\ 






/ 




4» 


'"'^0«SS(l£7/V 

wended ns NOME r~^ 
balarauu renewed * 
^Q^aintance with 
All the people he had fe 
f^FT earlier, , |a 
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rr^ BALA NAGAMMA 
ANP OUR ^ 
V HUSBANPSf ^ 


FINALLY 


HOME AT LAST! 
AFTER TWELVE LONG 
. YEARS I ^ 


GIVE ME THE 
BIRP ANP LET 
/ME GO NOW.. 


THERE'S 
ONLY ONE 
WAY OUT. 


IF I GIVE H;/V1 i 
THE BIRPTHERE^S 
NO TELLING 
WHAT HElL T 
PO. 
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/?9 THE MfiGtOfiN LUNGEP FOR THE 
PARROT-^ t -- 



Vy'. 













THE POOR BIRP.. 
BUT THERE WAS 
NO OTHER WAVf 



O 



L / 




1 




LET’5 go, son. 

TH/)T man won*t 

TROUBLE ANVBOPy 

anymore . 
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